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Princess Prem and The International Council of Women (ICW)

The International Council of Women (ICW) founded in 1888 is composed of 75
affiliated National Councils, each of which acts as a center for women regardless of race,
religion, culture, or customs. Its main objective is to advocate human rights for women and to
raise awareness of their economic, developmental, and political duties and responsibilities in
society.

In 1960, during Princess Prem's presidency, The National Council of Women of
Thailand (NCWT) became affiliated with ICW. Princess Prem led NCWT to be involved with
various activities of ICW, and she herself actively participated in ICW as a Vice - President.
In 1976, she was elected ICW's President for the term 1976 - 1979. She was the first Thai, and
second Asian, lady to hold the title of ICW President in the 90 years of its establishment. After
her term of a presidency ended, she is appointed Honorary President responsible for organizing
international conferences (1979-1982), and Honorary President and Chairperson of the Financial
Committee (1982-1983). Princess Prem was assigned to be the Chairperson for organizing the
100th Anniversary of ICW in 1988 in the United States of America but she passed away before

the event.

While active with the ICW, Princess Prem was also a coordinator of 28 organizations
of different professions, religions, and political systems. She was an advisor to the UN, a
representative of the Royal Thai Government, and an advisor to the Delegates of The Royal

Thai Government at various UN conferences.

Princess Prem was well informed of the situations and solutions to women's
problems. She had worked on women’s issues at the international level and managed to

coordinate smoothly amongst nations despite social, economic, and political differences.

Princess Prem was also knowledgeable and capable of establishing international
relationship and organizing many international conferences. She was fluent in English and
French and skillfully administered many organizations and contributed many works recognized
internationally. Dame Miriam Dell, the then President of ICW, remarked that Princess Prem was
admired, loved, and respected by all representatives from all over the world because she
always gave useful comments to help make work easier and more productive as well as to
help encourage people's determination, and that Dame Dell and ICW board members had
learned so many things from her. Dame Dell also said the fact that Princess Prem could sit in
people's hearts, and she was named "The Most Brilliant Star of Siam".

UNESCO announced Princess Prem the "World's Eminent Person" on the 100th

anniversary of her birth in 2015 in honor of her outstanding social welfare, human

development, community development, and culture.



