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Colloquium of Experts and International Seminar of leadership training for a rural
woman in socio-economic development
Part 1

Princess Prem (Ngarmchit) Purachatra realized the importance of rural people who
constituted more than half of the world’s population. They were a significant resource for
national development. She, in the position of the President of the International Council of
Women (1976-1979), organized the First Ever Historical Colloquium of Development Experts
and International Seminar of Rural Women Development in Manila, the Philippines from 18
February, B.E. 2522 to 28" February, B.E. 2522 for the rural people to recognize their individual
significance and find ways to generate more income and local community development.

There were 274 rural people from 70 nations participating in these 2 conferences. The
participants were the representatives of the United Nations from various fields, Governmental
Entities, and International Non-Governmental Organizations with their identified purposes.
These conferences received technical assistance and a total monetary contribution of USD
300,000 from developed countries and the United Nations, especially the United Nations
Development Program (UNDP), the United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA), and the United
Nations Educational, Scientific, and Cultural Organization (UNESCO). With this kind of
supports these conferences were successful, and they were often mentioned among the
various United Nations agencies.

Some of the important recommendations made at these conferences were

1. The setting up of a rural development coordinating center in every country. (In

Thailand such a body was conceived in the form of the Co-ordination Center for
Rural Development Foundation, with government approval being given on 31°
August 30, B.E. 2522).

2. The formulation of income-producing projects.

3. The provision of loans with low-interest rates for rural people and having groups or

co-operatives as guarantors.

4. The training of men and women in new technologies as well as organizational skills

and financial management.

After the Colloguium of Development Experts and the International Seminar of Rural
Women Development, Princess Prem (Ngarmchit) Purachatra, the President of the International
Council of Women, advanced the subsequent actions derived from these conference
recommendations. They will be explained in the next part for the listeners to recognize her
additional world-class work as the World’s Eminent Person in B.E. 2558 honored by the UN and
UNESCO. The Thai people are proud of this distinguished Thai woman of the century.
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